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coach of SHU men’s basketball team. Prior to
this position he had served the Duke Univer-
sity basketball team for 13 years—4 as a play-
er and 9 as an assistant coach. During his
tenure he became the top recruiter for Duke’s
Blue Devils where he helped land highly-tout-
ed Shane Battier, a 6-foot-8 forward from
Michigan; Jeff Capel, a current Duke guard,
and Grant Hill, now of the Detroit Pistons.
Amaker captained Duke as a senior and
earned All-American honors. He received the
Henry Iba Corinthian Award in 1987 as the
Nation’s best defensive player. In 1986 during
the Final Four, he had the most steals, seven.

Academics are just as important to Tommy
Amaker as are sports. He received a B.A. de-
gree in Economics from Duke in 1987 and
was drafted by the NBA’s Seattle Super-
Sonics. After being cut in training camp, he re-
turned to Duke as a management intern with
the university administration for 1 year before
enrolling in the Fuqua School of Business. He
served as a graduate assistant while studying
in the business school in 1988–89. He is a
fine student and teacher of the game. He also
has been successful in forming the Tommy
Amaker Basketball Academy, a summer day
camp for youth.

Mr. Speaker, I am sure my colleagues will
join me as I extend best wishes to Tommy
Amaker and his wife, Stephanie, as they un-
dertake successful careers in the great State
of New Jersey.
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Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
Dekerrian Ware, the 1997–98 national poster
child for sickle cell disease and a student in
my congressional district. Dekerrian is 8 years
old, and is a third grade honor student at
David K. Sellars Elementary School in Fort
Worth, TX.

Dekerrian is as active as most boys are his
age by playing football, basketball, riding his
bicycle, and keeping busy with his church ac-
tivities. But because of sickle cell disease,
there are times when he is too sick to do the
things you and I take for granted.

Dekerrian, however, is a young man filled
with strength and determination, and I believe
that he will be able to achieve anything he
sets out to do. Dekerrian is a true champion
in life and in school as he copes with this ge-
netic blood disease which has no cure.

Mr. Speaker, September is National Sickle
Cell Disease Awareness Month and there is
still much to do in combating this disease.
Sickle cell anemia, the most common form of
the disease, affects 1 in 500 African-Ameri-
cans, or about 72,000 Americans.

All newborn babies should be tested for
sickle cell, because all forms of sickle cell dis-
ease are inherited. Children inherit genes for
the disease from their parents, and we need
to encourage everyone to learn more about
sickle cell disease.

Dekerrian is a true hero to all of us who are
fighting sickle cell, and an inspiration to those
who confront this illness.
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Mr. WEYGAND. Mr. Speaker, on September
26, 1997, I was unavoidably detained and was
not, therefore, able to vote on rollcall votes
457, 458, and 459. Had I been able to vote,
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 457 and ‘‘nay’’ on
rollcall votes 458 and 459.

During that time, Secretary of Defense
Cohen and Assistant Secretary of the Navy
Douglas, were visiting my district to tour Elec-
tric Boat and the Naval Undersea Warfare
Center and to discuss current Defense appro-
priations and proposals that will affect national
security.

Due to that visit, I missed votes on amend-
ments concerning State Department appro-
priations. As we move to complete work on
the Commerce, Justice, State appropriations
bill, it is critical that we address concerns re-
garding the use of those funds by the State
Department.

The Bartlett amendment, rollcall vote 458,
would reduce payments made by the State
Department to the United Nations, which is in
the process of reforming itself; we should not
take action that may prevent that reform.

I believe it is in our Nation’s best interest to
continue participation in the activities of the
United Nations and we must do so in good
faith, and that means making good on our fi-
nancial obligations.

The Gilman amendment, rollcall vote 457,
will withhold 2 percent of the State Depart-
ment’s salaries and expenses budget until the
Department complies with the provisions of
the 1996 terrorism bill. It is my hope that the
Gilman amendment will encourage the Depart-
ment to conform. We must ensure that the
State Department is following the intent of the
1996 terrorism bill and designates foreign ter-
rorists.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I call the atten-
tion of my colleagues to an excellent address
given earlier this month in Budapest, Hungary,
at the opening of an exhibit on the Life and
Work of Varian Fry by Mr. Reynold Levy, the
new President of the International Rescue
Committee. I am asking that Mr. Levy’s ad-
dress be placed in the Record.

Mr. Speaker, on July 1st of this year, Mr.
Levy assumed the position of President of the
International Rescue Committee (IRC). This
organization was founded over half a century
ago by a number of distinguished Americans
in an effort to help mitigate the tragedy of dis-
location and destruction which accompanied
World War II. Since its founding the IRC has
been one of the leading organizations in the

world in helping to deal with the problem of
refugees and those seeking political asylum,
and the organization has been a major pro-
vider of and advocate for humanitarian assist-
ance.

It is most appropriate that one of the first
public responsibilities of Mr. Levy as the new
president of the IRC was to speak at an ex-
hibit honoring the activities of Varian Fry. Mr.
Fry was designated by the IRC to go to
France in 1940 in an effort supported by the
United States government to bring to the Unit-
ed States 200 prominent Jewish intellectuals—
writers, scientists, academics, journalists, his-
torians, musicians, opposition political leaders,
and others—who were in southern France,
having fled the advancing Nazi forces and
were seeking to escape. In recognition of
Varian Fry’s outstanding efforts in Europe in
1940 with the IRC, he is the only American
who has received the honor ‘‘Righteous
Among the Nations’’ from Yad Vashem, the Is-
raeli memorial to Holocaust victims, for risking
his own life to save the lives of Jews during
the Holocaust.

Mr. Levy is a graduate of Hobart College,
and he holds a Ph.D. in government and for-
eign affairs from the University of Virginia and
a degree in law from Columbia University. His
distinguished career includes a period of serv-
ice as Executive Director of the 92nd Street Y,
a leading cultural, educational and social serv-
ice institution on Manhattan’s upper east side.
He later was a senior officer of AT&T Corpora-
tion, serving first as founder and chief execu-
tive officer of the AT&T Foundation, and later
as Corporate Vice President, and Managing
Director of International Public Affairs. After
leaving his position at AT&T, he spent a nine-
month sabbatical writing two books—one on
the exercise of corporate and social respon-
sibility and the other on what he sees as a
renaissance in American philanthropy.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that Mr. Levy’s address
at the opening of the exhibit in Budapest, Hun-
gary, on the Life and Work of Varian Fry be
placed in the RECORD. I urge my colleagues to
carefully consider the thoughts of Reynold
Levy, a distinguished American philanthropist
and humanitarian.

REMARKS OF REYNOLD LEVY

Congressman Lantos and Mrs. Lantos, Am-
bassador and Mrs. Blinken, distinguished
guests.

As President of the International Rescue
Committee, I’d like to accomplish two objec-
tives with some brief remarks.

My first objective is to explain why it is
important to remember Varian Fry’s life and
work. A very distinguished Board member
colleague of Congressman Lantos and Mrs.
Blinken, Elie Wiesel, explains the matter de-
finitively in this passage from his book All
Rivers to the Sea.

‘‘Memory is a passion no less powerful or
pervasive than love. What does it mean to re-
member? It is to live in more than one world,
to prevent the past from fading and to call
up the future to illuminate it. It is to revive
fragments of existence, to rescue lost beings,
to cast light on faces and events and to drive
back the sands that cover the surface of
things, to combat oblivion and to reject
death.’’

In recognizing Varian Fry we ‘‘Rescue a
lost being . . . and drive back the sands that
cover the surface of things.’’

My second objective is to offer a perspec-
tive on Fry’s legacy.

For his heroic work and that of the Emer-
gency Rescue Committee did not end with
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